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-ither The Federal Council Addresses the Churches 
Bi World order, racial and economic tensions, the atom bomb, foreign relief, the needs of returning serv- 
thors ice men and the relation of Christian evangelism to all these problems occupied the attention of the 
‘ional Federal Council of Churches at its special meeting in Columbus, Ohio, March 5-7. Portions of the 
it on several statements adopted are presented in this issue. 
open 
en to The special meeting of the Federal Council organized “In the initial use and continued production of atomic 
and itself in sections for consideration of the urgent matters bombs, the United States has given and is giving sanc- 
and covered in the call. Background documents presenting tion to these weapons of mass annihilation. We believe 
1 the information and analysis of issues had previously been that this policy must be changed. Our nation, having 
1 y I ym ged. 
ymity made available. The statements prepared by the several first used the atomic bomb, has a primary duty to seek to 
ve to sections were adopted by the Council in plenary session. reverse the trend which it began. . 
“4 of Excerpts from these statements follow. * “We are gratified that the Commission on Human 
a heen estahlishe les 
ai World Order Riglits has now been e: tablished. We support the recom- 
we mendation adopted by the Preparatory Commission of 
gen- rhe people of the earth now ave a new eager. the United Nations that the Commission on Human 
C. under the Providence of God, to bring in an order o Rights shall direct its labor towards such objectives as 
‘outh brotherhood, freedom and justice... . Our dedication, (a) the formulation of an International Bill of Rights; 
sruce therefore, is to the progressive realization of Nga dignity (b) the formulation of recommendations for international 
and worth of man in every area of life—political, economic, declarations from governments” on all matters of human 
inde- social and religious; to the world-wide achievement of rights. 
rob- man’s individual freedom, under God, to think, to believe, 
All but one of the states administering territory under 
dj — o act responsibly according e dictates : League of Nations mandate have already declared their 
conscience. . . intention promptly to negotiate trust agreements. ... We 
nda- The problem of world order is complicated by the tact express the earnest hope that the colonial powers may 
pon- that nations differ in their religious, social, economic, and speedily give further tangible evidence of their purpose 
000 political patterns. This is particularly true in the case of .. . to promote the well-being of dependent peoples . 
con- | the Soviet Union and the western democracies. . . . In the and... assist the progressive growth of their free political 
iter- | — effort to relieve tensions which arise from differing con- institutions. We strongly support. the position of the 
sults Victions, we dare not compromise our faith. Standing American delegation at the London meeting of the Gen- 
orts firm in our convictions, we must persistently seek sym- eral Assembly, that the states members of the UNO seek 
pathetic understanding, encourage every friendly negotia- to vitalize the provisions of the Charter with respect to 
and undertake constructive tasks of common con- werning peoples. We cai upon govern- 
Me es : ; ' ment to commit itself at an early date to apply the prin- 
| “The Charter of the United Nations expresses, in con- ciples of trusteeship to such areas as may be detached 
| siderable measure, the principles of justice and mutuality from Japan... .” 
lem- to which, as Christians, we are committed. . . . We call “We... urge that all applications for membership by 
sen- upon our government to choose competent delegates. neutral and former enemy states” in UNO “be given 
heir ... We pray that God will grant our leaders wisdom and prompt and sympathetic consideration 
da’s power to invest the Charter with the healing qualities of “We urge Christian citizens to support the eco- 
reconciliation and good will... nomic purposes of the United Nations and its related 
thi United States in the agencies for stabilization and reconstruction. We... 
“i NO should immediately seek agreement on a compre- commend the proposals of our government for an inter- 
lem hensive plan for the progressive reduction of military es- national trade organization We urge that generous 
ight , tablishments throughout the world, for the universal material aid be given by the United States to help coun- 
em- abolition of peacetime conscription, and for the outlawry tries impoverished by the war to rebuild their economic 
ial and effective control of weapons of mass destruction. life. We recognize that the proposal for an extension of 
my | 1 The full texts of the several statements may be secured fro credit to Great Britain, now before the Congress of the 
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which is imperative for world order. We also urge that 
permanent machinery be established under the Economic 
and Social Council to help meet world needs for emergency 
relief, when UNRRA comes to an end. 

“A prompt start should be made to undertake” the 
progressive development of international law. “We call 
upon our government to accept as law of the land such 
international laws as are adopted by the United Nations. 
We further urge our government to accept compulsory 
jurisdiction in the International Court of Justice... . 

“We reattirm our belief that such territorial changes 
as may be detined in the peace treaties should contorm 
to the natural long-term aspirations of the inhabitants. 

In the treaties presently to be negotiated, colonial 
peoples involved shouid be assured independence or self- 
government, within a fixed term. To that end, genuine 
miternational trusteeship should be provided for them 
through the United Nations. We believe the reparations 
showld be linuted to productive capacity over and above 
that required to maintain average living standards... . 

“We accept the fact that the settlements . .. may 

equire subsequent improvement in the light of experience 
a the moral standards of mankind. We hold that the 
primary concern in the peace negotiations must be justice 
to vanquished as well as to victor. The churches of 
Christ cannot condone the punishment of whole peoples. 
No Jasting peace can be but upon revenge, or be found- 
ed upon oppression... . 

“Until there is an moral transformation in the hearts 
of men and nations, the threat remains that the world 
again will choose the road which leads to war. This is 
the warning which the churches of Christ must utter... . 
s3rotherhood is now the spiritual imperative of survival. 
It is an inescapable obligation, upon those who have heard 
the call to Christian discipleship, to witness to their faith 
in their daily lives; to live it in their own parishes and 
communities ,as Ww ell as in the world community. 

‘fo carry out this program there must be (1) a de- 
velopment in the spiritual life of the individual; (2) his 
integration into the world-wide body of Christians; (3) 
the projection of Christian principles into the treaties of 
peace; and (4) their expression in the life of the United 
Nations. ... 

“Christians are not bound by their own limitations. 
Through repentance and God’s grace, we can find spiri- 
tual resources beyond ourselves for the fulfillment of 
Christian duty. To these resources of the spirit is 
added the strength of the Christian fellow ship, as present 
reality and future promise. The Church can become 
a new beacon of faith when Christians of the world de- 
velop one mind and heart in Christ. The growth of Chris- 
tian fellowship despite the barriers of war, and the out- 
ward sign of this fellowship in the World Council of 
Churches, are marks of hope for our time. 

“Beyond the resources that we can grasp is the infi- 
nite providence of God... . Men may fail to repent of 
their evil and may thus bring suffering and disaster upon 
themselves. Yet Christians will stand firm in the faith 
that God's purposes will ultimately prevail.” 


Evangelism 


“Our nation has been thrust into a new role of power 
and leadership in international affairs. We are eager to 
have our country fulfill its mission by accepting its posi- 
tion in the councils of the nations, and by promoting, 
upholding and defending those Christian values which 
have been associated with our national heritage. 


“We call upon the churches to unite in the resolve to 
win the people of this nation to Christ; to confront its 
leaders persistently with the righteousness and mercy of 
God; to proclaim to the nation the necessity for humility 
and penitence before God in the face of our unprecedented 
power and our involvement in the sins of our time; and 
to pray and work for a rebirth of the spirit of righteous- 
ness and faith through which it will be able to fulfill its 
call to greatness and leadership in this critical hour of 
human destiny.’ 

“The collapse of political faiths abroad and the reaction 
following the war effort at home has resulted in a danger- 
ous spiritual vacuum among millions of people. And 
since the situation we now confront is even more critical 
than during the years of war this spiritual condition must 
be recognized and met. New social and international 
patterns are in the making. Into this spiritual nihilism 
and weiter of conflicting opinions the churches must in- 
ject their message through word and through personal 
influence.” 

“We call upon the churches to undertake the work of 
evangelism with a new zeal in view of the fearful pros- 
pect which the atomic bomb forebodes; and to turn the 
hearts of men from the destructive to the constructive 
uses of this new energy, through the power of the ever- 
lasting Gospel. 

“We confront social, economic and racial issues of 
staggering proportions. While the church is not to be- 
come a divider of man’s inheritance in these conflicts, it 
must come to grips with and speak to the issues which 
imperil the very existence of the humanity: imperialism, 
militarism, racism, nationalism and class conflict. 

“We call upon the churches to bring the full Gospel 
with its theological and ethical content to bear upon the 
total life of man not only by proclaiming the righteous- 
ness and mercy of God, but by assisting Christians to 
adventure into the field of group reconciliation in the 
spirit of Christian faith and the constraining love of 
Christ.” 

“We are grateful for the religious freedom we enjoy 
in our nation. However, we cannot be complacent in the 
face of a growing secularism, a gradual decline in moral 
standards and a widespread indifference to organized re- 
ligion. Millions are unreached by the teachings of Chris- 
tianity. A prudential ethic is prevalent. Youth is adrift 
in a pagan and an abnormal world. Home life and child- 
hood has suffered unspeakably during the war years. 

“It is most unfortunate that the children and youth of 
our nation receive no systematic religious instruction in 
our educational system because the American people have 
been led to believe that the separation of church and state 
requires the exclusion of all religious subject matter from 
the schools, whereas the legal and constitutional inhibitions 
actually concern sectarian indoctrination only.” 


Foreign Relief 


The statement on Foreign Relief called upon the offi- 
cers of the Federal Council of Churches to “take all steps 
necessary” to make President Truman’s challenge in his 
public appeal known to the churches of the country. It 
called upon the churches to enlist its members to support 

“effective action by the government” and to practice volun- 
tary rationing of needed foods. 

The responsibility of the churches must include assis- 
tance to the churches of Europe and Asia “in the train- 
ing of a new and younger leadership, in supplying the 
urgently needed Bibles, in the provision of stimulating 
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and life-giving literature, in temporary repairs for their 
church and service buildings, in financial support of pas- 
tors and workers, in strengthening youth movements 
which will insure a Christian stamp upon their training 
and preparation for life.” Gifts of money, bedding, cloth- 
ing and shoes are “desperately needed.” _ 

In regard to displaced persons the Council stated: “We 
are soberly aware of the fact that some hundreds of 
thousands of Baltic peoples are unable to return to their 
homes; that millions of Germans are being transferred in 
forced mass migrations; that a very large number of 
others . . . stranded in various countries . .. are non- 
repatriable. 

“\Ve support our own government in cooperation with 
the individual governments concerned and the United Na- 
tions Organization in their efforts to assure that further 
movements of population be in accordance with maxi- 
mum human procedures, and that constructive measures 
for their permanent settlement be adopted.” 

The Council issued an “Appeal to the Churches” de- 
claring: “Heartbreak is the portion of humanity today. 
... The aftermath of war, added to the bitter hate and 
greed which gave it birth, has overwhelmed mankind with 
woe unspeakable. 

“It is human greed and human ignorance which keep 
the larder bare for hundreds of millions. The fellowship 
of starvation can but prepare the way for anarchy and 
desolation more terrible than war itself. When countless 
homes are blasted and destroyed, then bitterness eats cor- 
rosively at the protective walls of brotherhood. In the 
spiritual vacuum left by war fresh wars of hate boil up 
to engulf new victims. Thus hope becomes as deep a need 
as bread. 

“The rebuilding of life and hope in Europe and Asia, 
and Africa calls not alone for material gifts... . It awaits 
as well such resurgence of the life of the spirit as will 
cause the churches to bring to bear upon the problems 
and issues of our time the penetrating insights of the 
Christian Gospel. To help bring this to pass is to share 
in Christian reconstruction. 

“To a bruised and beaten world the Church must show 
Christ's mercy and his love. We cannot be the means of 
shortening his arm when the cure of human ills awaits 
the healing of his touch. Every branch of the Christian 
church must call its members to faith and sacrifice.” 


Racial Tensions 


“We believe the church today must seek to rediscover 
the transforming power that “inhered in the undivided 
early Christian community and then apply that power to 
the massive problem presented by race tensions in com- 
munity life. Segregation is the pattern of our American 
race relations.” 

“Segregation in America has always meant inferior 
services to the minority segregated.” It is “always dis- 
criminatory.” “Segregation as applied to our economic 
system denies to millions of our citizens free access to the 
means of making a living and sets for them insurmount- 
able obstacles in their efforts to achieve freedom from 
want. In the greatest crisis in our history, segregation 
made it impossible to utilize fully large sections of our 
manpower in the armed forces and war production... . 
Segregation subjects sections of our population to con- 
stant humiliation and forces upon them spiritual and 
psychological handicaps in every relation of life. This 
creates a yawning and ofttimes unbridged chasm in the 
quality of human fellowship. . . . Still more devastating 
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is the moral and spiritual effect upon the majority. Segre- 
gation handicaps the nation in international relationships. 
. .. Political segregation has disfranchised large numbers 
of our citizens” and increases racial tensions. 

Moreover, churches have “largely accepted the pattern 
of racial segregation in their own life and practice.” More 
than 90 per cent of the 6,500,000 Negro Protestant church 
members are in separate Negro denominations. ‘“There- 
fore, from the local church through the regional organi- 
zation to the national assemblies” they are “without asso- 
ciation in work and worship with Christians of other 
races except in interdenominational organizations which 
involve a few of their leaders.” “. . . Only one-half of 
one per cent of the Negro Protestant Christians of the 
United States worship regularly in churches with fellow 
Christians of another race.” Apparently even this occurs 
usually in communities with very few Negroes. 

“So complete is the acceptance by the church of this 
segregation pattern that fellowship between white and 
colored Christians in America is frequently awkward 
and unsatisfactory. While non-white persons are not abso- 
lutely barred by rule from so-called white congregations, 
the seli-consciousness which their presence in the congre- 
gation and in the fellowship of many local churches 
arouses is such that it effectively bars them from freedom 
to worship and fellowship within such congregations.” 

Church-controlled hospitals seem to follow the pattern 
of other hospitals. Church schools are “somewhat less 
segregated than hospitals,” though “large numbers” follow 
the secular pattern completely. With “some notable ex- 
ceptions,” theological seminaries and training schools for 
Christian workers are “all too frequently on a segre- 
gated basis.” Fellowship between colored and white minis- 
ters will continue to be unsatisfactory as long as this is 
true. 

“The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America hereby renounces the pattern of segregation in 
race relations as unnecessary and undesirable and a vio- 
lation of the Gospel of love and human brotherhood. Hav- 
ing taken this action, the Federal Council requests its 
constituent communions to do likewise. As proof of their 
sincerity in this renunciation they will work for a non- 
segregated church and a non-segregated society.” To this 
end the Council recommended that each communion study 
its practice in regard to membership, fellowship, worship, 
services provided by church agencies, and employment. 


Economic Tensions 


“We are convinced .. . 

“That as investors of funds in substantial amounts and 
as employers of labor in considerable numbers, the 
churches have an opportunity to demonstrate the Chris- 
tian ethic at vital points in the economic order. The fact 
that they are exempt from the pressures of competitive 
enterprise and largely exempt from taxation, puts them 
in a favored position and invites them to exercise leader- 
ship in matters of investment and employment. Too 
often, however, the economic policies of the churches re- 
flect an uncritical attitude similar to that of the less en- 
lightened portion of the business community. 

“As stewards before God the churches carry a respon- 
sibility in the administration of their funds that includes 
but goes beyond prudence as to their financial soundness 
and the rate of return of their investments; it involves 
in a particular way the exercise of the Christian con- 
science and of understanding in relation to the social 
character of the purposes, policies and practices of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
offi- | 
teps 
his 
port 
'SiS- | 
ain- 
the 
ling 


Saturday, March 16, 1946 


economic undertakings in which the funds are invested. 
The freedom to choose from among the investment possi- 
bilities is an important element in the choices that de- 
termine the effectiveness of the testimony of the churches 
to the Christian ethic. 

“The lives of many persons are joined to the churches 
in the employer-employe relationship. There are relative- 
ly few churches that do not have at least a part-time 
helper, and in many instances the denominations, in their 
national and area offices, in their printing establishments 
and elsewhere, employ large number of employes. This 
means labor practices based upon labor policies, which 
should reflect vigorous examination and revision in the 
light of the principles made manifest in the faith which 
the churches proclaim, The churches have an obligation 
to support by their own example the highest standards 
in such matters as wages, hours, vacation provisions, and 
labor-management relations.” 

“That all Christians recognize the higher ethical value 
inherent in the cooperative as over against the competitive 
motive and that as cooperation is emphasized and com- 
petition subordinated we approach more nearly to the 
teachings of Jesus. We therefore encourage the extension 
of cooperative technique and other similar means of bring- 
ing about economic justice and brotherhood.” 

“Inasmuch as many people tend to accept their voca- 
tional ethics from the secular world, the churches should 
help them re-evaluate their vocations in terms of Christian 
service, putting human welfare before one’s own profit. 
Christians of all vocations should be joined in a fellow- 
ship of sacrifice, distinguished from the secular world 
around them. 

“The churches should emphasize the sacredness of per- 
sonality lest men become pawns, exploited for profit, or 
pushed about for convenience, instead of being regarded 
as having the right to be workers together with God, and 
should lay constant stress upon this principle of the 
stewardship of life. 

“In view of the tragic shortage of full-time Christian 
workers we would call to the attention of those who are 
responsible for vocational guidance in schools and col- 
leges the desirability of their pointing out the possibili- 
ties of life-service through the Church, as well as of in- 
terpreting all vocations in Christian terms.” 

“That the nature of man and the structure of modern 
industrial society have caused the right to an oppor- 
tunity for employment at an equitable wage to become 
a basic right. The responsibility for assuring full employ- 
ment therefore rests upon all people as members of man- 
agement, organized labor, agricultural, consumer and 
other groups and through their government.” 

“That the strategy which labor and management follow 
in industrial disputes should be adopted in full recogni- 
tion that consequences of their decisions may extend far 
bevond the locality or area immediately involved, and 
transcend the interests of the two parties. In our inter- 
dependent national economy the outcome of a major in- 
dustrial dispute is so ‘affected with a public interest’ that 
an early and constructive settlement is imperative. This 
calls for the maximum exercise of self discipline by both 
management and labor. 

“We affirm labor’s right to strike, and we recognize the 
long-term benefits of the acknowledgment of this right 
to both labor and the public. But we urge the moral 
obligation that rests upon labor and management to enter 
into and carry on collective bargaining in good faith, and 


to utilize fully such methods of settlement as conciliation 
mediation, and arbitration. Furthermore, added demo. 
cratic procedures should be established whereby the es. 
sential interests of labor, management, investors and con- 
sumers may be safeguarded.” 

“That in addition to these matters, on which we believe 
a broad Christian consensus exists, other questions press 
upon the Christian conscience with new urgency, ques- 
tions calling for earnest study. Among them are these: 
the role of government in maintaining economic and in- 
dustrial stability; the problem of preserving a maximum 
of economic freedom while guaranteeing a ‘floor’ of eco- 
nomic security; the ever-recurring question whether the 
pursuit of profit, in the sense of a reward beyond compen- 
sation for work done, can be reconciled with Christian 
principles ; the extent to which wage determination prop- 
erly involves assumptions concerning profit and_ price 
levels; the merits of organized labor’s demand for union 
security; and ways in which conflict between economic 
groups can be kept within manageable limits without cur- 
tailing essential freedoms.” 


Services to Veterans 


The statement on services to veterans pointed out cer- 
tain important factors and listed certain principles of 
action. 

“Attention to special needs is essential to the fulfill- 
ment of the more general needs which all persons have in 
common, ... The church must give attention to the long- 
range human costs of the war. ... The church is con- 
cerned with the needs of the whole man. . . . While center- 
ing its action on meeting needs through its own program, 
the church will cooperate with other community agencies. 
... The church must be ready to alter details of organiza- 
tion and program in any way which will enable more men 
and women to be won more completely to Christ... . The 


through the pastoral channel of direct service to individ- 
uals and families, and through the prophetic channel of 
influencing necessary change in the social order. . . . The 
church has a special obligation to help veterans to under- 
stand and clarity, in the light of the Christian faith, the 
meaning of the war and of their own sacrifices... .” 

But, the statement points out, the church's obligation 
is not only to the men and women in the armed services. 
Conscientious objectors returning from CPS camps, those 
who went to prison because of their conscientious objec- 
tion and the former war workers all need the help of the 
church in their integration into civilian life. 

Certain “basic steps in action” are considered as es- 
sential for all churches to meet veterans’ needs: “continu- 
ing study” of the church’s relationship to the veterans 
and adjustments of program indicated by this study; pro- 
vision of needed counselling services, group activities, 
worship services, and assistance for those facing special 
difficulties ; “specific procedures for cooperating with other 
agencies in regard to veterans’ needs”; opportunity for 
“active participation” by returning service men and women 
in the leadership of the church. 


“Atomic Warfare and the Christian Faith” 


Under this caption the Commission on the Relation of 
the Church to the War in the Light of the Christian Faith 
presented a report to the special meeting of the Federal 
Council in Columbus. It is not included in the statements 
summarized above, since it was not presented for adop- 
tion. It will be available later in printed form. 


Printed in U.S.A. 
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